
 
 

READY TO START A CRAFT BREWERY? 

 SELECT THE RIGHT PROPERTY, we have it! 
(Old Imlay City Firehall) City owned Vacant property, 

immediate occupancy 

338 3rd Street 

Imlay City, Michigan 48444 

 

 

 

 



 

Imlay City Michigan has an outstanding opportunity for your Craft Brewery start-up. 
Craft breweries are complex business operations, especially with a taproom. We want to 
make things easy for you here in Imlay City. Maybe you are thinking a brewery and a 
restaurant or just a craft brewery and looking to go next level, we have the property for 
you. Assuming most new breweries these days are going to both brew and serve beer to 
the public at an on-site taproom, the challenge is to find a space that suits wholesale 
beverage manufacturing, wholesale distribution center, and retail bar/restaurant were 
difficult until now. 

 

 



 

 

                 ARTIST RENDERING OF EXTERIOR OF FIRE HALL WITH ROLL UP GLASS DOORS 

 

ARTIST RENDERING OUTDOOR SEATING 



 

CHOOSING THE BEST BREWERY LOCATION 

 

Brewery owners and brewmasters will say the location and size of your building are 

the two most important factors to consider when constructing, purchasing, or 

renting a space for brewing craft beer. Imlay City is centrally located between Flint 

and Port Huron and it is the next wave of craft brewing expansion based upon the 

map. Warehouse space in major metropolitans will come at a premium cost and 

with lots of competition.  

 

 

The Green dots indicate 

current craft breweries 



 

The Old Imlay City Fire Station is an easy way to establish residency by using 

creative strategies already in place for designing and occupying a niche location for 

gaining greater attention. Craft breweries have found a way to quite literally ‘tap’ 

into the growing beer tourism industry.  

A recent survey found the average craft beer drinker will visit 3.5 breweries near 

their home and visit 2.5 breweries within a two-hours’ driving distance. 

According to statistics from MDOT (Michigan Department of Transportation) over 

17,000 vehicles travel through Imlay City on M-53 each day literally 100 yards away 

from this location! 

Because this location is centrally located, the special attention to selecting a 

brewery location including: access to highways and local roads, nearby attractions, 

target demographic, distribution strategy, are all bundled into this prime location. 

 

ZONING FOR BREWERIES 

Traditionally, zoning by-laws have relegated breweries to the same locations zoned 

for manufacturing. With this space, there is no problem, it is in the Downtown of 

Imlay City and licensing will not be a problem with your business plan. Imlay City 

prides itself on a welcoming business environment. 



Because breweries of today cater to a wide range of applications including: 

restaurants, bars, retail, brewery, winery manufacturing, warehousing, and 

distribution – zoning by-laws can mean a certain activity is allowed in one 

neighborhood and not the next, these options are not a problem in this district!  

              

             BREWERY NEEDS  

Utilities 
When looking at this commercial space, several positives in favor of a brewery. 
Breweries need a lot of all of these utilities and it can be very expensive to upgrade. 
Here, we have done most of the work for you. 
 

Water Lines 
4-inch water line currently services the firehall. 
 

Gas  
Supply lines currently into the building. 
  

Electrical  
Three-phase electrical power is most preferred for brewing equipment.  

Fire Suppression 
This building could ironically, use an upgrade. 

Loading Dock 
The three rear doors of this building provide exceptional loading and unloading of 
materials. And one large overhead door on the opposite side. 



 

 
 
 
 



 

TAPROOM NEEDS 

Restrooms 
This building has a restroom ready for expansion 

Parking 
Parking availability is plentiful and if you look at aerial map you can see the site location 
has plenty of parking and additional public parking across the street outlined in yellow. 



 

                                                                                                

  Firehall Location 



 

 

 



Accessibility 
Entrances and exits are at ground level, and this former government building is ADA-
compliant. 

Location and Zoning 
You are looking at a zone where a brewery is already permitted! 

 

 

 

 

 



City Attitude 

It’s best to find a building with a brewery-friendly city, and that is Imlay City! You know 
that some cities generally fall into one of four categories: 

1. Will not consider a brewery under any circumstances. 
2. Will allow a brewery but not a taproom (usually just concerned about liability of 

the public drinking alcohol on premises). 
3. Open to having a brewery and taproom.  
4. Super pumped about having a brewery/taproom tenant (City will go above and 

beyond to help- this is who we are). 

Imlay City falls into category #4 the best! You’ll be a major part of our community and 
we will be more than happy to assist you every step of the way. So often entrepreneurs 
say the city is holding them back. Not here, were ready to set you up, are you ready to 
begin? 

 

For Further Information and a showing 

Contact: 
Craig Horton, Imlay City Manager 
150 N. Main St 
Imlay City, MI 48444 
810-724-2135 
  



 

Water, Sanitary Sewer, Storm Water 

*PLAN NOT TO SCALE 

*CANNOT GUARANTEE ACCURACY OF PLAN 


